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FCCOE; 9/27/20; Judges 3:12-30; Rev. T. Ziegenhals 

Series: God in the Midst of the Chaos 

“Ehud: Left-Handed Deliverer” 

Introduction: In our entry into the book of Judges, as we ponder the amazing God who continues to be 

found and at work in the midst of the chaos of the world, we considered last week the cycle of sin that 

Israel (and the human race) is determined to fall into. Then, last week, we considered a case study of 

that cycle and how God both disciplined his people, but also raised up a deliverer for them in the person 

of Othniel, the first Judge, or “establisher of justice,” who rescued them from oppression and brought 

them into a time of “rest.” We noted that if Judges reveals to us the persistence we as human beings 

can have in sinning, it also reveals the persistence God has in his determination to rescue his people and 

pursue his purposes for the world through them. In today’s text, that rescue comes through an unlikely 

deliverer called Ehud, who is really the subject of what we could call an ancient political cartoon. Let’s 

hear it together. [READ] 

I. What’s Not So Funny 

 A. There is perhaps nothing that communicates more effectively than a political cartoon. 

Designing a scene that reflects on contemporary events, poking fun at its characters and making people 

laugh, has a way of conveying both truth, as well as issuing a challenge, to the reader. To an ancient 

reader, this account of a judge named Ehud would have been seen as a kind of political cartoon. For 

here we have a “fat cat” named King Eglon of Moab, who had gorged himself on his oppression of Israel 

and the tribute that he’d demanded, getting stabbed to death while going to the bathroom by a left-

handed loser who, prior to that point, no one in Israel would have dreamed of following! 

 B. Before we get to Ehud, our text begins with that refrain which will become all too familiar: 

“Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD…” This, of course, is not so funny. Such evil, we saw 

last week, is two-fold. It involved forgetting the LORD, and serving the gods and goddesses of the land. 

The one danger in the frequency of this refrain is that we’ll become used to it, maybe even reading right 

by it. But, as a commentator named Barry Webb suggests, its very repetition is important. It reminds us 

that sin happens, again and again, and that there’s not very much that’s original about it. It also reminds 

us that sin happens when people lose track of God, forgetting to give thanks to him, lapsing into 

ingratitude. Finally, it reminds us that unless we’re intentional about acknowledging our sin, and doing 

battle with it, that  it will continue to claim us and keep us in a state of chaos. 

 C. What’s also not so funny is that sin comes with consequences, including the discipline of the 

LORD who, as we considered last week, like a good parent, disciplines the children he loves for their own 

good (Heb. 12). That said, it’s not easy, nor probably wise, to try and determine if world events, or which 

world events, constitute the discipline of God. All we really know is that sin has consequences and that it 

makes people and nations self-centered, arrogant, and proud, all of which leads to chaos and the 

creating of conditions for evil to reign. When we find ourselves in the midst of the chaos, even if we’re 

not sure what God is up to, we would do well to humble ourselves and seek his forgiveness for any way 

we have offended him and our neighbor, contributing to the chaos in the world. 

 D. Now, as we see in our text, sometimes the veil is pulled back for us and we’re told of ways 

that God has been acting in the course of human events to carry out his discipline. God’s wake-up-call to 
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his people in this instance came as he strengthened the king of the neighboring country to the 

southeast, Moab, who, with the help of its own neighbors, the Amalekites and Ammonites, attacked the 

Israelites, captured the City of Palms (Jericho), and enslaved the Israelites for eighteen years. Both the 

city they had first conquered, as well as the Israelites themselves, were now in foreign hands. They were 

going backwards. Chaos reigned.  

II. Unlikely Ehud    

 A. Now, eventually, we are told that God’s people cry out, although we can’t be sure it was a cry 

of repentance. More than likely, like their cry had been from Egypt, is was simply a cry of desperation 

from the suffering of oppression. In any event, God, by his grace responds by raising up an unlikely 

deliverer, a man named Ehud. In contrast  to Othniel, who was a “leader type,” a warrior from a family 

of faithful men and a tribe (Judah) of leaders, Ehud was from a tribe (Benjamin) that had struggled to be 

faithful, and he had an issue with his right hand or arm. When the text tells us that Ehud was a left-

handed man, it literally says that he was “restricted in his right hand,” probably because of some kind of 

deformity. And in Ehud’s day that was a big deal because the right hand was the hand that carried the 

sword, and the right hand was considered to be the hand of military might and power. As our Psalm of 

Approach declared earlier, the Lord’s “right hand” is what worked out his salvation (Ps. 98:1). A left-

handed man would have been considered inferior, weak, even unclean, and certainly unable to lead. 

 B. And yet, Ehud was God’s man! And, he was a clever man, using his weakness as God’s 

strength. Fashioning a sword eighteen inches long and strapping it to his right thigh, not one of Eglon’s 

bodyguards thought to check for a sword there because if you couldn’t use your right hand, you were 

thought to be of no threat. So, after delivering the tribute Israel owed to Eglon, Ehud dismissed his 

helpers and doubled back, seemingly because he had forgotten to give Eglon a word from the Lord. 

Finding Eglon in his master suite, probably sitting in his bathroom (v. 24), when Eglon stood up to listen 

Ehud plunged him through. Eglon was left lying dead in his own dung and his bodyguards confused as to 

what had happened. Ehud, meanwhile, now had the attention of the Israelites, who proceeded to follow 

him to a remarkable victory over the forces of Moab and to eighty years of peace in the land.  

 C. Can’t you just see the cartoon in the papers the next day?! The great king who had grown fat 

on the tribute of the Israelites had now, in effect, become an offering himself. What would have been 

even funnier, as they drew it up, was that this came at the hand of a left-handed man. The point the 

cartoon would have been making is that the tyrants of this world do have power, even if somehow it has 

been allowed by God, but they do not have absolute power; their days are numbered. God, as Psalm 2 

declares, will have the last laugh. 

III. Unlikely Us  

 A. Thinking about Ehud can get us thinking of another unlikely deliverer. He, too, had 

unpromising origins. He, too, appeared to be weak and not strong. He, too, had no beauty or majesty to 

attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him (Isa. 53:2-3). He, too, faced his 

enemy alone, achieved a remarkable victory, and made a spectacle of the evil powers. He, too, called 

others to share in his victory. Jesus was another “left-handed deliverer,” revealing again that God does 

not always work by normal methods, or the “Hollywood way.” 
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 B. Ehud can also get us thinking that we, too, are all left-handed people, in need of being 

rescued by our left-handed deliverer. As Paul describes it to the church in Corinth: 

 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were 

 wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 

 chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 

 world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 

 things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast 

 before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ  Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 

 from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  [1 Cor. 1:26-30] 

We are unexpected recipients of God’s grace. We have no room for boasting. It’s only to the cross that 

we can cling.  Remarkably, God loves us even in the midst of our sin.  

 C. Isabelle Hamley, Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury, has this to say about the unlikely 

God we meet in Judges: 

 Judges is a book that speaks truth. It’s uncomfortable truth, for sure. It holds up a mirror to us 

 and says: “Look. Is your society, your community, really that different?”   

 Through its pages we meet many people whose lives are just as complex as ours, whose motives 

 are just as mixed, whose efforts sometimes succeed wonderfully, and sometimes fail 

 spectacularly. Again and again, the people get it wrong. They move away from God, take their 

 eyes off what matters, and start to live like their neighbors who do not know God. And 

 inevitably, they end up getting in a mess. From this mess they cry out to God . . . not usually a 

 cry of repentance, or of deep soul searching, but one from pain and need, simply acknowledging 

 they have come to the end of their resources, that they need God to rescue them. And God 

 does. God doesn’t demand that they sort themselves out first, or repent thoroughly, or sort out 

 their prayer lives. Time and again, God is moved by the suffering of his people, and reaches out 

 to them in love and grace.  

This is what makes Judges a book of hope, and a book for today: No matter where you are, no matter 

who you are, no matter what you have done, no matter what has been done to you, no matter how 

much chaos seems to be reigning, and even winning, God is at work and is reaching out with his love and 

his transforming power. We simply need to reach back and be willing to go forward with him.  


