
Dear FCCOE Family: 
 
We have been closely monitoring the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) situation in our area. We have been doing our best to 
stay informed of the latest developments from the CDC, our state government, and our local town governments, as 
well as from public schools and colleges/universities in our area, many who have already closed, or will soon be, 
closing. We have also been in close contact with churches in the North Shore Gospel Partnership and have been 
receiving updates from other Boston area churches. It is a situation which, as you know, has been changing rapidly 
and fluidly! 
 
After much conversation and prayer, we have decided to suspend in-person Sunday worship, and any other large 
gatherings, for the remainder of the month (through March 30th), at which time we will re-evaluate the situation and 
make plans accordingly, doing our best to keep you informed along the way. It that time period shortens, or 
lengthens, we will let you know. I recognize this may seem like an overreaction, but many of our sister churches on 
the North Shore have been taking this step as the best way to show love and concern for our neighbor in these 
days, and to join other citizenry in taking thoughtful and prudent steps to try and stem the spread of this virus and 
protect one another. 
 
During these days, we will be exploring ways to ensure we remain connected to each other and care for one 
another, as well as identify opportunities to serve our community. Beginning with this Sunday, we will be sending via 
email materials for at-home worship, including musical selections and a recording of that Sunday’s sermon, 
which will continue our look at the Lord’s Prayer. A written version of the sermon will be available, as usual, on our 
website So, as a bonus, you can therefore worship on that day whenever you choose! 
 
Also, as the ministry of our church does not cease in these days, we would ask for you to continue, as an act of 
worship, your regular, financial giving, either by mail, or by using our electronic option:    
  
In this unique season, we are reminded that “the Spirit of God does not make us timid, but gives us power, love, and 
self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7). Although we are not meeting together, we encourage you to keep leaning into your 
relationship with God, each other and your neighbors around you—epecially the most vulnerable.  
 
Here are some suggestions, inspired by our friends in the north shore church network: 

 It's easy to be swept away by news feeds or other diversions and forget to dwell on God’s Word. So take 
time on a regular basis to pray and read Scripture. 

 As always, be intentional about checking in on each other. If you have needs, share them with others in your 
small group, your circle of friends, or one of our deacons (see contact below) so that we can be supporting 
one another. 

 Ask how God might use you to be a non-anxious presence and source of wisdom and hope to those in your 
family, friends, and circle of influence. 

 Be thoughtful and prayerful. Pray for those who are impacted by the virus, as well as their families and loved 
ones. Pray for those of Asian descent who may be experiencing racism because of this. Pray for those who 
are affected by the economic roller coaster and the volatility of the stock market. Pray for small business 
owners who don’t have the excess capacity or financial reserves that larger companies sometimes do. Pray 
for our government and school officials as they make decisions to protect our citizens and students. Pray for 
the most vulnerable among us, especially the elderly and those with pre-existing health conditions, as well 
as the healthcare providers who are on the frontlines of this pandemic. 

 If you need prayer, pastoral support, or simply something such help with grocery shopping, please don't 
hesitate to reach out to me, tim@fccoe.org or a member of our deacons, susan@foodpantry.org. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you in the days ahead. 

Pastor Tim 
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