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“Going to See in Galilee” 
 

Introduction: It is difficult to imagine, in this age of texting, tweeting, instagram and snapchat, 
that there was a time when people communicated without the aid of any electronic equipment! Of 
course, it didn’t always happen smoothly or clearly. For instance, on a Sunday in June, in 1815, 
the citizens of England were anxiously awaiting news of the outcome of the battle of Waterloo. 
There, British forces commanded by Wellington were pitted against the French commanded by 
Napoleon. A signalman was placed atop the Winchester Cathedral with instructions to keep an 
eye out to the sea. When he received a message about the battle from a returning ship, he was to 
pass it on to another man on a hill, and so forth, until news of the outcome reached London. 
 
At long last, through the fog, a ship was sighted. The signalman on the ship sent the first word – 
Wellington – and then another word – defeated – and then the fog got so think that the ship could 
no longer be seen. So, the tragic news, Wellington defeated, was relayed all across England and a 
great gloom descended over the countryside. After a few hours, the fog lifted, and the signal was 
sent again. This time, a third word was added – the enemy – and now the full text was able to be 
relayed: Wellington defeated the enemy.  This time, the nation rejoiced. What had seemed to be a 
tragedy had turned into a triumph. 
 
I. Out of The Fog – Fear and Joy 

A. Something close to this is what the followers of Jesus experienced over the course of 
his death and resurrection. By Friday, mid-afternoon, it was clear that Jesus had experienced a 
tragic defeat, dying a cruel death on a cross. The hopes and dreams of many died with him. The 
one they had hoped had come to launch God’s rescue operation in and for the world had been 
eliminated as easily as a common criminal. God, apparently, had nothing to say, to the followers 
of Jesus, or anyone else for that matter. As one little girl remarked upon finishing the Stations of 
the Cross here on Friday, “Where’s the happy ending?” Seemingly, there was none. 
 

B. So, early on the morning after the Sabbath, a Sunday morning, several of the women 
friends of Jesus went to his tomb planning to spend a little quiet, reflective time together in the 
cemetery as their process of grieving continued. But peace and quiet was the last thing they got! 
In dramatic fashion, we read about a violent earthquake, which brought with it in lightening-quick 
fashion an angel in clothing of dazzling brightness who caused the huge stone to the entrance of 
the tomb to roll away, the guards to shake and drop like dead men. Although the women hadn’t 
yet figured out what it all meant, the fog of despair, you might say, had lifted. Jesus was no 
longer dead; the news they had received was that he had risen. The women left the tomb, “afraid” 
as Matthew tells us, “yet filled with joy.” And with that kind of experience, who could blame 
them?! What a mixture of emotions it must have been 
 
Illustration: Each of us, I am sure, has had such a moment, a moment when something very good 
has happened to you, but you find that your emotions are a bit mixed. Maybe it was when you 
drove home your first car, excited by the freedom but all too aware of the monthly payments to 
come! Or maybe it was when you got married, or brought home your first child from the hospital, 
rejoicing in each case but well aware of the weight responsibility you had taken on. Or maybe it 
was when you were hired by your employer. I remember quite clearly how I felt a little over 
twenty years ago when the chairman of the search committee of this church called with the news 
that I had been chosen to be the next pastor here. Like these women, I clearly recall being both 
afraid, yet filled with joy! Afraid because it all of a sudden dawned on me that overseeing a loan 
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portfolio in the millions of dollars, which had been my prior responsibility as a commercial 
lender, could not compare to the responsibility of shepherding a congregation of souls. But joy 
because it was the culmination of all that I had sensed God calling me to over the prior decade. 
 
 C. And so this event of resurrection was an incredible experience, one that filled these 
women with fear, as well as joy. It’s a reminder that just because these women lived in ancient 
times does not mean that news of resurrection was easy to accept! Everybody in the ancient 
world, whether Jew or Gentile, just like our post-modern world, knew that people simply don’t 
rise from the dead. Jews had a belief that at the end of time there would be a resurrection of all 
God’s people, but they were certainly not expecting one guy to rise right in the middle of history. 
It’s one of the reasons some of the disciples doubted. Indeed, the scientific community has 
observed the facts correctly over the years: dead people simply don’t rise. Christians would agree. 
And yet…the Christian goes on to say that there is one additional fact that needs to be accounted 
for, because something new and entirely different occurred in the case of Jesus. The resurrection 
is, in fact, the best explanation for a whole host of strange things, from the empty tomb, to women 
being recorded as eyewitnesses, to worship changing from Saturday to Sunday, to disciples going 
from playing hide-and-seek from the religious authorities to being unable to stop talking about the 
resurrection in public, even under the threat of death, to the rise and world-wide expansion of the 
church. Simply nothing explains these facts like the resurrection.   
 

D. This expansion took place because the followers of Jesus would learn that with 
resurrection came responsibility. It was not to remain some kind of personal, spiritual experience, 
or serve to simply confirm for them that Jesus’ death did indeed bring about forgiveness of sin, or 
to validate that he really was the Son of God, as significant as all of these things are. On top of all 
of these, the resurrection revealed that God was up to something incredibly new, that the 
beginning of the restoring and remaking of creation that he had promised long ago had now 
begun, and that the followers of Jesus were to have a significant role to play.   

 
II. Going Back to Galilee – The Start of Something New       
 A. All of this comes to a head with the instruction the women received at the empty tomb 
that they were to tell his followers that Jesus would meet them in Galilee (7). Well, what’s up 
with that? Certainly, Jesus had mentioned something about it just after he had told his disciples 
that they would all fall away after his arrest and crucifixion. He then said, “After I have risen, I 
will go ahead of you into Galilee” (Ma. 26:32). But there is more to it then just Jesus being able 
to say, “I told you so,” which he actually never did! There is also more to it than Jesus just 
appearing to them to prove that he was alive. This he did on several occasions in Jerusalem in the 
coming week. What Jesus did in directing them all to eventually meet up in Galilee was to take 
them back to the place where he had first called them, as fishermen by the sea of Galilee, the 
place where his public ministry had begun (4:12-25), for further instruction on a very new 
beginning.  
 
 B. Let’s hear his words again, in what is known as the Great Commission (28:18-20):  
 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  

 
The nub of the instruction is this: make disciples. What is a disciple? It is not a superior class of 
Christian but it gives shape to what all Christians are to be. It means to be an apprentice or a life-
long, intentional learner, so that we can learn to become more and more like Jesus,  
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C. If you are a member or frequent attendee of this church, you probably know that we 

are thinking about the idea of adding a separate Sunday school hour, beginning at 9:30, for all 
ages, children through adult. We’re in the early stages of wrestling with this. It is certainly not a 
given and at the very least there is some tweaking we’ll need to do, however we go forward. But 
why would we even consider it in the first place? Well, it’s not because we don’t want anyone to 
sleep in, or because we want to make it a challenge for families to have a leisurely breakfast 
together. Rather, we are considering it because Jesus calls us, whether we’re 7 or 17 or 70, to be 
disciples, life-long learners, and we want to try to be intentional about it and provide 
opportunities for it. 

 
D. Such life-long learning about Jesus and what he taught and what life in God’s 

kingdom is all about is important because it is not just head knowledge we’re talking about. 
Rather, it’s knowledge for life.  
 
- If we want to understand just how Jesus is on the throne, how he has all authority in heaven and 
on earth, in light of the fact that people are dying in airplane and bus and ferry crashes, we need 
to be learners.  
- If we, or someone we love, has just received a diagnosis that an illness is terminal, and we want 
to know how to think about that, we need to be learners.  
- If we’re to know what it means to pray, as Jesus taught us, “thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven,” we need to be learners. 
- If we want to know what it means to serve as Jesus calls us, and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves, we need to be learners.  
- If we want to life the life that is truly life, the life that Jesus holds out as an alternative to the life 
we see lived around us, we need to be learners. 
-  If we want to pass this information on to our children, or parents, or neighbors, we need to be 
learners.  
- If we want to know what it means to be the church, and exist as an outpost of the kingdom of 
God in this place, we need to be learners.  
- If we’re to understand how Jesus is the Emmanuel, God with us always, to the end of the age, 
we need to be learners.  
 
Again, whether the best time for this learning to take place is at 9:30 on a Sunday morning is still 
up for discussion and discernment. That Jesus calls us to be learners, because in the resurrection 
God has begun something incredibly new that we’re to play a role in, is a given, whether we’re 7 
or 17 or 70.  
 
And so the followers of Jesus could not just go back to their homes and rest in their experience. 
The fog had lifted. Tragedy had turned to triumph. There was a new message to share, an 
important role to play, in revealing the presence of God’s kingdom. To do so, they needed to be, 
and to make, learners. So, too, do we.   


