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“Raised with Christ” 

Introduction: The season of spring is filled with such hope, is it not? The days begin to get longer, 
buds begin to appear on tree branches, plants begin to poke their noses out of the ground, plans 
for the summer begin to take shape, Christians come together to celebrate the resurrection, and 
baseball teams gather for what they call “spring training.” We’ll talk about the resurrection in a 
moment, but let’s talk about baseball first! I love to hear all of the buzz that surrounds virtually 
every team at this time of year. Before a pitch has been thrown or a bat swung, before players get 
injured or managers get fired, before the first hot dog is consumed or peanut shell cracked, 
virtually every team thinks of itself as going to the World Series. If the pitching holds up, if the 
rookies round into shape, if key players are able to provide timely hitting and fielding, each team 
thinks that it can go all the way once the season begins next week. Now, of course, only one team 
will win it all, but if a team begins the season thinking of itself, not as winners but as a bunch of 
losers, they will have no chance at all. 

Who do we think we are? That’s a question that churches, as well as baseball teams, should be 
asking every so often. If you’re visiting with us today, we’ve been asking that of ourselves for 
much of the winter while working through Paul’s powerful little letter to the church in a place 
called Colossae, located in modern day Turkey. We’re asking that question because our mindset, 
what we think about who we are, goes a long way toward determining our actions, what we do. 
Paul has been responding to that question in different ways and we come this morning, on 
resurrection Sunday, to perhaps the most amazing statement of our identity that there is. At a 
major turning point in that letter Paul declares, “Since, then, you have been raised with 
Christ . . .” (3:1).  

Goodness, what a way to think of ourselves! Of course we might think that it certainly doesn’t 
seem like I’ve been raised. I still sleep in the same bed, still shop in the same stores, still struggle 
to improve my 5k time, still suffer from the same aches and pains, and still swear at the same cat! 
So this bit about being raised…it sounds like utter nonsense! Interesting to hear from our Gospel 
reading this morning that the resurrection of Jesus itself sounded like utter nonsense to his first 
followers! Hear, again, the reaction of the apostles when the women who had gone early to the 
tomb brought them the news: “But they did not believe the women because their words seemed to 
them like nonsense” (Luke 24:11). But now here’s Paul, writing just some thirty years later, 
telling these followers of Jesus that they have somehow been raised with him, too. The event of 
resurrection, in other words, defines our identity, now, while we’re still alive. How can we make 
sense of what seemed like nonsense? Even more, if we have been raised, if that is really our 
identity, what does it mean for how we are to live?  

I. The Good Sense of the Resurrection of Jesus    
 A. Now we might be tempted to think that those ancient people in the first century, 
because they had far less scientific awareness than we do in our generation, could easily have 
been gullible enough to believe that someone could have been raised from the dead. But that’s not 
the case. Even though they had heard Jesus talking on several occasions about having to suffer 
and die, and then be raised again, it went in one ear and out the other. They couldn’t make sense 
of what he was talking about, either then, or after the women’s report. As for the women 
themselves, they certainly didn’t come to his tomb thinking, “Well, we’ve got the spices to anoint 
his body in case he’s still dead, but we really expect to be having coffee and muffins with him 
instead.” And if any of them had the presence of mind to think theologically, they would have 
linked resurrection with what God had promised to do for all the righteous dead at the end of 
time, however that was going to happen.  But no one had ever dreamed that one single living 
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person would be killed stone dead and then raised to a new sort of bodily existence while the rest 
of the world carried on.  

 B. So, we’re not the only ones to think about this event as nonsense. But if we carefully 
ponder the evidence of what happened over the next several months, it actually makes the best 
sense of why we’re all here, in what is called a church, today. Just a few observations in that 
regard: 

1. If Jesus had not risen, and the body had instead been stolen, why take the grave clothes off and 
leave them lying around? 

2. If Jesus had not risen, and you were fabricating the event, wanting others to really believe it, 
why record the first eyewitnesses as women, whose testimony was considered to be so shaky in 
the first century as to not be allowed in a court of law? 

3. If Jesus had not risen, how did the day of worship change from centuries of having it on the 
Sabbath, Saturday, to Sunday (the day of resurrection)? 

4. If Jesus had not risen, why record the names of all those to whom he appeared, ranging from 
individuals to large groups, people who could have easily said, “No, fact check, he really didn’t 
appear to me.”  

5. If Jesus had not risen, what moved the disciples who had been scared stiff after the crucifixion, 
to go out and boldly preach, at the risk of their lives, messages that all affirmed the resurrection? 

Really, the only thing that makes good sense, the only reason that makes sense of why the church 
got its start in the first place, is the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Everything else is 
nonsense. 

II. The Good News of Being Raised with Him  
 A. So, how do we go from the resurrection being good sense, to being good news? Well, 
let’s think about the notion that we’ve been raised with Jesus. What happened after the 
resurrection is that, given time to ponder and reflect, all under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, those 
first followers began to make connections, and good sense, of all that had been said in preparation 
for the coming of Jesus by the prophets, and all that Jesus himself had said and done while he had 
been with them. What they came to understand is that the resurrection defines who we are—our 
identity—now, while we are still living. In his death on the cross, our old, sinful life has been 
crucified, and in his resurrection from the dead, our new, love-filled life has been born. If we’re 
walking with Jesus in faith, this is the identity from which we are privileged to live. [cf. 2 Cor. 
517] We have been raised with Christ.  

B. To look at it from a different angle, what emerged was an understanding of the 
resurrection as the event that kicked off the final act in what we might call God’s drama of love. 
It’s a drama with four acts that have come to be called creation, fall, salvation, and new creation. 

1. The first act, creation, is when God’s love became visible and material. However it happened 
mechanically, God brought the world into being as an outflow of his love, in order to share his 
love with what and who he created. 

2. The second act, fall, is when love became distorted. Because love is the power that moves the 
world, it also became the power that people most wanted for themselves. Love became used to 
possess and abuse and dominate, and life became badly broken. 
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3. In the third act, salvation, love was restored. In love, God didn’t let the world and its people 
spin out of control but in love, came and walked among us personally, in Jesus. Jesus brought 
love’s healing and reconciling power, and made it possible for our relationships with God, 
ourselves, one another, and the rest of creation to be restored. He brought about this reconciliation 
on the cross, where he bore God’s justice, taking the penalty for our sin. 

4. In the fourth and final act, new creation, love leads to resurrection and begins to make all 
things new. We see that resurrection completes the cross, revealing that Jesus’ death was not an 
ordinary one, that God’s final verdict was not death but life, that forgiveness of sin and new life 
are possible, that our faith is not in someone who is dead and claimed to be savior but in one who 
is alive and well and reigning over all. And in the midst of all this, because of all this, Paul says 
that the resurrection defines who we are—our identity—while we are still living. 

C. Importantly, as Paul writes about this identity, he wants to make sure we understand 
that it is a gift; we don’t have to earn it. In contrast to “religion,” which essentially says that if we 
do good things we can earn or merit God’s love, Christianity remarkably reveals that through 
Jesus, God loves us before we have done a thing. We don’t even have to prove we are lovable! In 
response, out of love, without having to be anxious about our performance, we are freed to go and 
do good things. 
  

D. What are these good things that we supposed to do? We’re going to be unpacking this 
over the course of the nest few months. For now, as Paul continues in his letter to the Colossians, 
it begins by setting our hearts and minds on what’s above: 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things. [Col. 3:1-2] 

The term “above” here is less of a spatial location and more of a reference point for heaven, for 
God’s dimension of reality. It’s another way of expressing the way Jesus has called his followers 
to pray: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Therefore, it’s not an 
escape from this world that we’re to be seeking, tempting as that might be, given all of the pain 
and suffering with which we live. Instead, God calls us not to look up and away but up and then 
around us, looking for ways in which we can bring the love and mercy and justice and peace of 
God—the dimension of heaven—more fully to bear in the places where we live and work and 
play. The hope that the resurrection brings is not an excuse to ignore the hard realities of this 
world but is in fact the means by which all things are being made new. And it all began with the 
resurrection of Jesus himself. 

So, while I still sleep in my same bed, or shop in those same stores, or try to beat that same time, 
or suffer with those same aches and pains, or seek to muster a smile at that same cat, I do so as a 
transformed and transforming person, aiming to reveal and participate in God’s way of love 
wherever I find myself. In a world where love has become distorted by fear and control and abuse 
and destruction, an identity which reveals that something new has been, and is being, born could 
actually make all the difference in that world. 

!  3


