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FCCOE; 10/18/20; Judges 6:14-40; Rev. T. Ziegenhals 

Series: God in the Midst of the Chaos 

“Gideon: The God Who Reassures” 

Introduction: Last week, in our journey through Judges, we met an Israelite man named Gideon. He’s 

the guy the group is named after who puts all those Bibles in hotel rooms and hands them out at events 

like the Topsfield Fair. When we meet him, Gideon is in the process of being called by God to deliver his 

people from the oppressive hand of a people called the Midianites, somewhere after 1200 B.C. The good 

old days of Deborah and Barak, along with forty years of peace, were gone. Due to their slide back into 

their evil ways, it had become a fearful time for the Israelites. In his (loving) discipline, God had brought 

the Midianites and their allies swooping into the Promised Land, plundering the Israelites of both crops 

and livestock. For seven years the Israelites had taken to hiding in caves and mountain crags from these 

camel-riding raiders. Gideon, when we met him, was threshing grain, not standing out in the open but 

while crouching behind the walls of a winepress.  

As he was doing so, a figure identified as the angel of the LORD appeared to him. This angel, who we 

suggested might actually be God the Son, in a pre-incarnate appearance, sought to reassure Gideon that 

not only was God with him, but that God was calling him to deliver his people from the Midianites. Now, 

you might think that having an angel appear with a message from God would be enough to convince 

anyone. But not Gideon, and maybe this is why I am so drawn to this very human of leaders.  Gideon 

argues and questions. Gideon isn’t at all sure that he is the right man for the job. Gideon is riddled with 

doubts, about himself, about God, and about how God operates within the world. Gideon hears the 

promises of God but struggles to hang on to them in the face of the harsh reality in which he lives. But, 

and this is why I am so drawn to Gideon’s God, this God meets Gideon along the way and seeks to 

reassure him, not just once, but, as we’ll see this morning, multiple times! Like Gideon, we need 

repeated assurance, and we need, not to dismiss our doubts or let them fester, but to bring them to 

God in honest conversation. 

Let’s begin by picking up the conversation between Gideon and the angel of the LORD.  [READ vv. 14-35] 

I. Building and Tearing Down an Altar (vv. 14-35) 

 A. After hearing from the angel about all of the great stuff God is going to do for Gideon – make 

him into a strong and mighty warrior, be right by his side, and help him to achieve a resounding defeat 

of the oppressive Midianites, Gideon wants a little assurance. He wants a sign. So he asks the angel to 

wait and runs home to make a large meal. When he brings it back and sets it before the angel, the angel 

doesn’t eat it but, in kind of a Harry Potter-like moment, zaps it with the tip of his staff. The meal is 

consumed like a sacrifice, and the angel disappears.  

 B. It’s an overwhelming sign, probably more than Gideon had bargained for! Gideon is now sure 

that he has been in the presence of the holy and righteous God and that he is going to die. But instead 

of zapping Gideon, God assures him that all is well and that he and Gideon are good. In response, 

Gideon builds an altar to declare just that. The LORD Is Peace, he names it. So far so good. But God 

doesn’t let Gideon rest there for very long. Nor does he then lead Gideon to take on the Midianites. 

Instead, before Gideon and the Israelites can tackle the threat from the enemies around them, they 

must first deal with the threat that exists within them. Now that he’s built an altar to the LORD, the 
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LORD instructs Gideon that very night that he is going to need to tear an altar down, one that had been 

built to the fertility god Baal, and his female consort Asherah. The only problem is that the altar was in 

Gideon’s hometown. More complicated than that, it turns out that it is Gideon’s father who had built 

that altar and had led the entire village in worship of its gods. 

 C. Well, it was actually ok with the pagan gods that worship of the LORD was added into the mix 

of the spirituality of the villagers, but such a mix was not ok with the LORD. So, Gideon mustered up his 

courage and, with the help of ten servants and a bull from is father’s herd, Gideon took the altar down, 

building one to the LORD in its place. He did it at night, out of fear, but it’s also probable that if he’d 

done it in broad daylight, he’d never have gotten away with it. The next day, when the villagers figured 

out it had been Gideon, they demanded his life. But Gideon’s father, surprisingly came to his defense, or 

at least the defense of Baal, figuring that Baal could defend himself.   

II. The Famous Fleece (vv. 36-40) 

 A. Now, we could talk about the challenges of living our faith in the midst of family members, or 

a community that opposes us. Or we could ponder the altars that may need to come down in our life so 

that we can go forward with God. But I want to stick with Gideon’s call this morning and his continued 

need for assurance. Here’s what’s noteworthy. As the text goes on, we hear that the Midianites and 

their allies have gathered, poised for another raid on the fertile Valley of Jezreel. Then the Spirit of the 

LORD came on Gideon. He then blew a trumpet and an overwhelming turnout of fighters from the tribes 

who had settled in the area came to his side. You would think that such affirmation, along with God’s 

obvious presence with him at not one, but two altars, followed by a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit, 

would’ve sent Gideon charging at the Midianites with his forces. 

 B. But no. Gideon decides he needs more assurance, he needs yet another conversation with 

God. It’s a conversation that may be the most well-known text in Judges. It’s about the “famous fleece.” 

[READ vv. 36-40]  

This text about “putting out a fleece” is not, as it is sometimes used, about how to make a decision, or 

determine the will of God. It should not lead us to say, “Lord, if I’m meant to marry that girl, have her 

text me tonight.” No, Gideon knew full well what he had to do, he knew full well that God’s will was for 

him to attack the Midianites and that God had equipped him for such a task. What Gideon needed 

assurance about is found in vv. 36 and 37. He needed to be assured about the nature of God. He needed 

to know that this God would keep his promise, “as you have said.” Graciously, God did exactly that, and 

then some. The next morning, the fleece was not only wet with dew and the surrounding ground dry; 

the fleece was soaking, such that Gideon was able to wring out a bowlful of water. And when Gideon 

asked God if, on the next day, God could do the thing in reverse, “No problem,” was the reply. When 

Gideon awoke, the fleece was dry and the ground wet.  

III. Blessed Reassurance 

 A. What are we to make of all this? Was Gideon trying to get out of his assignment? Was he 

trying to manipulate God? God certainly doesn’t chastise him for it. In fact, God was so very patient with 

Gideon, so willing to give him the assurance that he needed. And it actually doesn’t stop here. In the 

next chapter we see God enable Gideon to eavesdrop on a dream that one enemy solider was 

recounting to another. And the dream was about Gideon resoundly defeating the Midianites (7:9-14). 
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Hearing it moved Gideon to action. What we see is that God works not only through Gideon; he is also 

willing to work with Gideon, strengthening his faith along the way.  

 B. I’m reminded of the father who had a son who was possessed by an evil spirit. When they 

brought the boy to Jesus, the father said to Jesus, “If you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” 

To which Jesus replied: “If you can? Everything is possible for one who believes.” To which the father 

declared: “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” [Mk. 9:24] Like with this father, God helped 

Gideon to overcome his continuing unbelief by patiently providing him with the assurance he needed. 

Was Gideon afraid? Did he have doubts? Did he take some wrong turns? Yes and yes and yes! but 

Gideon also knew his limitations and he kept on talking to God and God kept on talking to him.  

If we keep on talking to God, bringing the questions of our lives and the complexities of our world to him 

God will keep on talking to us. Ultimately, somewhere in that conversation, he will point us to Jesus.  

Paul puts it this way to the church in Corinth: “For no matter how many promises God has made, they 

are ‘Yes’ in Christ” (2 Cor. 1:20). That is, all of God’s promises are fulfilled in Jesus, including his promise 

of a deliverer and king who will rule well and forever, his promise to deal with the problem of our sin, 

and his promise to one day return and bring all things into a new creation.  

All of which gives us great assurance that God is with us and for us, working for our good and his glory. 

Let us declare this blessed assurance as we sing. 


