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“The Family Likeness” 

Introduction: Last Monday I had the opportunity to do some hiking with some old friends from 
N.H. who now live in Utah, but had come back east for the memorial and burial of my mother. As 
we hiked, they began to tell me about going to hear the Dalai Lama speak, at the University of 
Utah, last month. Apparently he spoke for about an hour an a half so I asked them what they 
remembered most about what he had said. What they remembered was his call to action, his call 
for people to spend less time praying and more time getting involved in order to stop this world 
from spinning out of control. Now, I am only going by what they remembered, but it made me 
sad that prayer and action were being thought of as two opposing activities.  

In fact, to the mind and teaching of Jesus, they are complimentary activities. It is Jesus who 
taught us, and calls us, to pray. And it is Jesus who ended his famous Sermon on the Mount with a 
call to put what he had just said into action (Ma. 7:24-27). Through prayer, at least from a 
Christian perspective, we call upon God to work, and then God turns right around and says, 
“You’re part of the family. Are you coming?!”  

Or, as Jesus put it, in perhaps his greatest call to action, the 7th Beatitude: “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” When we don’t just say we love peace, or 
sign peace, or pray for peace, but actually pursue and make peace, we have taken on the family 
likeness of the supreme peacemaker, the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6), Jesus the Son, our brother. 

So what does it mean to be a peacemaker? To make peace is to seek reconciliation and wholeness 
in every area of our life. What does that look like and how might we get started? 

I. What is Peace? 
 A. Let’s begin by defining what the Bible says about the nature of peace. In general, I 
think people tend to think of peace in two ways. One, peace of mind—a sense of inner tranquility 
as you gaze at the ocean or mountains—and/or two, the absence of war. Peace certainly includes 
those things, but it’s much more comprehensive. Behind the word Jesus uses is the Hebrew word, 
and concept of, “shalom.” Shalom means harmony, well-being, wholeness, in every area of life, 
whether it be spiritual—with God, psychological—with ourselves, relational—with others, or 
physical—with the rest of creation. Those, as we’ve said before, are the four primary 
relationships for which we’ve been created. When they are working well, there is shalom, there is 
well-being, there is peace.  

B. One of the images the Biblical writers use to describe creation is that of a garment that 
God has woven together (cf. Ps. 102: 26; 104:1-2, 5-6; Job 38:8-9). It’s like God, as he created 
the world, took thousands of pieces of threads and interlaced them one with another. The result is 
a fabric that is beautiful and strong. This interwovenness is what the Bible calls shalom, or peace.  
However, due to the entrance of sin into the world, this God-woven garment began to become 
unraveled, thread by thread, until it was no longer strong and no longer beautiful. The fabric of 
shalom broke down spiritually, socially, economically, politically. Fortunately, God, in his mercy, 
decided to reweave what had become ripped apart. Such reweaving is called “reconciliation,” or 
bringing back together that which has been broken or ripped apart. He did this through the work 
of Jesus on the cross. As Paul puts it to the Colossians: “For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in [Jesus}, and through him to reconcile to himself all things . . . by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross” (Col. 1:19-20). To make peace, in other words, is to return 
all things, all of our relationships to their intended wholeness and beauty. 

II. A Character Trait of the Kingdom of God 
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 A. It shouldn’t surprise us then, just to briefly observe, that peace is one of the primary 
character traits of the Kingdom of God. Jesus is identified as the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:7). Peace 
is what he has come to make. The good news that the beautiful feet of the messenger in Isaiah 52 
(OT lesson) brings is peace. Why? Because God reigns, he has brought about salvation, he has 
reconciled and restored all things. The immediate context of this message in Isaiah is that of the 
return of the Israelites to the Promised Land from exile. They have been reconciled to God and 
are coming home. It prefigures an even greater homecoming, that of our deliverance from the 
exile of sin and God’s new creation that awaits us when Christ returns. Peace, in other words, is a 
primary characteristic of the kingdom of God, both now and in the future.  

B. And since we’ve said that the Beatitudes reveal that the good news of the kingdom of 
God has begun to grab hold of us, it shouldn’t surprise us that Jesus would say when we are 
engaged in the business of making peace, of bringing about reconciliation and wholeness, that we 
have taken on the family likeness, that we will be called children of God. For, making peace is 
what our heavenly Father, and his Son, Jesus our brother, are all about!       

III. Postures for Making Peace 
 A. Worth noting is that when Jesus spoke this Beatitude, there was a surging development 
in the first century of vigilante-like zealotry among some of the Jews. They were growing 
impatient with the unjust Roman rule and were urging their brothers to take up arms. In a 
countercultural move, Jesus was calling his followers to think about reconciliation rather than 
retaliation. It’s been a struggle for his followers ever since. Some argue that, while the goal is 
peace, the means of bringing it about requires military strength. Others maintain that military 
intimidation leads nowhere, and actually risks escalating the violence. Negotiating in love is 
what’s needed. These are hard questions that Christians must continue to wrestle with in variety 
of situations. That said, how can we make ourselves ready to make peace? What postures can we 
assume so that we are prepared when God says, “Are you coming? I want to use you in my peace 
making plan!” Let me offer two : 

1. The first we could call a posture of praise. Remember the Christmas carol the angels sang: 
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace” (Lk. 2:14)? Glory to God is the foundation on 
which the building of peace rests. No foundation, no building; no glory no peace. To glorify God 
is to step off the throne of our life and let God sit there. It is to acknowledge the good news, “God 
reigns!” and bow our knee before him, praying that God would melt any resistance we might 
have toward him. God cannot use us as makers of peace if we’re not acknowledging his glory in 
our lives. 

2. The second posture is that of sacrifice. If the cross, as we saw in Colossians, is the source of 
our peace, our reconciliation with God and with all things, then the cross provides not only the 
source of peace but the necessary posture for bringing such about. What might we need to 
sacrifice? Maybe it’s our pride, for making peace can require reaching out toward those who 
might disagree with us. Maybe it’s our desire for revenge, for making peace often begins with 
loving our enemies. Maybe it’s our bank account, for making peace can sometimes involve 
making financial restitution. Maybe it’s even our life, as making peace can involve huge risk, as 
many police officers caught in the middle have recently discovered. And maybe it’s our 
reputation, for making peace can take us beyond offering mercy to urging for changes in the 
status quo. 

Tim Keller, in his wonderful little book, Generous Justice, points out the three levels of help in 
bringing about justice and peace, or shalom and wholeness. The first and most basic layer is relief
—meeting immediate physical and financial needs. Serving meals at Open Door would be an 
example of this kind of shalom. The second level is development—finding ways to help people 
move beyond dependency to self-sufficiency. Family Promise would be an example here, as the 
goal is to enable those experiencing homelessness to find jobs, apartments and return to being 
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able to provide for themselves. The third level is reform—that which seeks to change the social 
structures that aggravate or cause dependency, to do battle with what is called systemic evil, that 
which goes beyond the individual human heart and results when a bunch of broken human hearts 
get together for evil.  

Illustration: Imagine if the Good Samaritan, every week he traveled that road between Jerusalem 
and Jericho, found yet another man or woman who had been beaten, robbed, and left for dead. 
After several months, the question would need to be asked: How do we stop the violence? What 
kind of social or legal reforms are needed? Not always popular questions, these. A bishop in 
Brazil named Helder Camara once remarked, “When I give food to the poor, they call me a saint. 
When I ask why the poor have no food, they call me a communist.” But if we’re to be makers of 
peace, of shalom, of well-being, they need to be asked and wrestled with. 

Do you recall the Ten Point Coalition? It was a network of clergy in Boston in the 1990’s who 
sought to stem the tide of gang violence and murder. The coalition endeavored to build bridges of 
reconciliation between previously hostile groups, from families to churches to police departments 
to the U.S. District Attorney’s Office, to do gang mediation and intervention, in an effort to bring 
about lasting change, lasting peace. Certainly, that kind of peace making is even more necessary 
today as we look at society around us. Not everyone will like it when we do so. In fact, it 
shouldn’t surprise us when the next and last Beatitude has to do with encountering opposition and 
experiencing persecution as we live and love in the way of the kingdom of God. It sets up a clash 
of kingdoms, kingdoms in conflict, as it is sometimes put.  

Next time we’re together we’ll pick up there. For now, the flow of the Beatitudes is a helpful way 
to bring these first seven we’ve looked at to a conclusion. Remember, they describe not eight 
different people, but one person with eight growing and emerging kingdom characteristics: 

Those who are poor in spirit understand their spiritual bankruptcy and consequent need for God.  

They begin to mourn their own sin, as well as the brokenness in the world caused by sin. 

They experience a desire to be used by God—to be meek—handing and trusting him with the 
reigns of their life. 

They find that their appetites begin to change, that a hunger and thirst for righteousness—for right 
relationships—begins to direct their desires. 

Such a desire includes offering mercy, extending kindness to one in needed, regardless of the 
reason for the need or address of the recipient. 

The hearts of these people begin to purify and their eyes begin to open such that they see life in 
the light of God’s love. 

And they then start, not just to love peace, sign peace, or pray for peace, but to find ways to 
actually make it, bearing the family likeness of kingdom of God.
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