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“The Insight of The King” 

Introduction: So I have already have my Super Bowl prediction! Do you want to hear it? Of 
course I know the game is still a week away, and that Giselle could throw Tommy out of the 
house and leave him an emotional mess, unable to throw a football in any direction, and I 
know Coach Belichek could bang his head on a lamp post while walking absent mindedly down 
the street and begin to smile and talk civilly to the press, distracting him from scheming to 
stop the Atlanta Falcons’ offense, but I’m going to make my prediction anyway.  And my 
prediction is this: If Tom and Bill do win next Sunday, achieving what no other player or coach 
has ever achieved—a fifth Super Bowl victory—that neither will be satisfied for very long. 
They may enjoy the victory for a few weeks, but discontent will soon settle in and their 
attention will be directed toward needing to win yet again.  

How do I know that? I know that because of the insight of the King, Jesus, who in a room 
jammed with curious seekers, pronounced that a man who lay flat on his back, paralyzed on a 
mat, needed to have his sins forgiven above and before anything else he might desire. What 
Jesus did was to first  meet this man’s deepest need, not fulfill his deepest wish. Anything 
less than forgiveness would have left him paralyzed by discontent.  

What is your deepest wish, that thing you rest all of your hopes in, that thing you believe that 
if you had it, you would finally be satisfied, set for life, fully content, and never to be 
unhappy again? Would you be willing to let Jesus take you deeper, to an insight which reveals 
that your longing can only truly be satisfied in him, and in what he has come to do?  

To get there, let’s unpack the scene a bit, in the house in Capernaum, where Jesus spoke this 
startling, restoring, and costly word: “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  

I. A Startling Word 

 A. As far as startling is concerned, Jesus has already been saying some startling things, 
even before these four men lowered their friend on a mat through a hole they dug in a 
thatched roof.  As we heard two weeks ago, the first words of his public ministry were 
startling: “The time has come. The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news.” This was startling in that Jesus was declaring that the arrival of God’s kingdom 
was not simply a future event, but in Jesus had begun to break into the kingdom of this 
world. Then last week we saw that his teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum was startling 
to its listeners: “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority!” Not only did his word 
carry the authority of the very author of life, it also brought about the exorcism of an impure 
spirit, later in the day cause a fever to lift, and later that night caused many other diseases 
to be healed.  Importantly, as we said, his word carried an authority that did not seek to 
coerce, use, abuse, or promote itself, but to meet the needs of others, to free and to heal 
and to restore. 

 B.  As we move forward, we hear a couple of more startling words come from the 
mouth of Jesus. The first comes after he heals the leper: “See that you don’t tell this to 
anyone.” Well that sounds strange! Isn’t good news meant to be spread? But as we see, when 
the leper can’t keep his mouth shut, the crowds grow so large that Jesus can no longer move 
freely about to carry out his teaching and preaching ministry. Further, being known simply as 
a faith healer is not what he’s come to do. He knows that a faith built simply upon the power 



of miracles, and not on the power of the cross and the ensuing empowerment of the Spirit, is 
a faith that will not last, or be effective in the world.   

 C. This begins to come into focus with our last startling word of Jesus for today: “Son, 
your sins are forgiven.” This is startling because I’m sure it’s the last thing anyone in that 
room expected to hear. As we’ve said, Jesus has been healing all sorts of people. Sick people 
had been banging on the doors of the place where Jesus had been staying in hopes that he 
would heal them (1:32-33). A few days later, because the home in which he was staying had 
become so crowded with people, these four ingenious fellows scrambled up onto the roof in 
order to make a hole through which to lower their friend down, right in front of Jesus. What 
did they want from Jesus? What was their greatest wish? What did this fellow who had laid 
prone on a mat for goodness knows how long desire more than anything in the world? He 
wanted to walk! And who wouldn’t?! It would have been clear to every single person in that 
room. Everyone, that is, except Jesus. Jesus saw something else, something deeper. The 
insight of The King of the kingdom of God saw what we often cannot: that what we need 
above all else is to have our broken relationship with God restored, and consequently our 
vocation as image-bearers of God renewed so that we might be able to play our vital role in 
accomplishing the redemptive purposes of God. And so Jesus declared: “Son, your sins are 
forgiven.” 

 D. This had to have been not only startling for this man to hear, but disappointing as 
well, don’t you think? Couldn’t you hear yourself saying. “My sins, Jesus? I’ve got a much 
more immediate problem here!” To which Jesus in effect responded: “No you don’t. You 
might think you do but you don’t.” Of course, as we’ve seen, Jesus wasn’t averse to physical 
healing. But he knew that the human condition has a much deeper need, and he seems to 
have chosen this time and place to reveal it. 

Can we hear this? Can we let Jesus take us there? Can we ask Jesus to show us that winning a 
fifth Super Bowl, or having an illness cured, or finally getting that well-paying job, or finding 
that perfect spouse, or having the right people govern our land, or buying the perfect house, 
are really only ways to try to find our own savior, so will only satisfy us momentarily, 
eventually lead us into idolatry, and soon result in feeling discontented yet again? Unless the 
ultimate relationship for which we have been made—God—has been restored, as well as the 
ultimate vocation to which he has called us—to bear his image and rule and reign rightly over 
the world he has entrusted to us—we will always be left feeling dissatisfied. It won’t matter if 
we can walk, run, sing, dance, or play football. We will experience death, not life. To this 
paralyzed man, Jesus reveals that he has come to meet our deepest need, not fulfill our 
deepest wish. And so he speaks this restorative, as well as startling, word: “Son, your sins are 
forgiven.”  

III. A Costly Word   

 A. This word would also prove to be costly, to Jesus. We see this because In the 
meantime, as this man was no doubt trying to process this startling word, the teachers of the 
law who had mixed in with the crowd were equally startled, perhaps more so. These guys 
were the scholars and gatekeepers of the word of God and they knew, rightly, that no one 
could forgive sins but God alone as all sin, ultimately, is against God. The only way Jesus 
could have been in a position to offer this man forgiveness is if he were somehow the 
offended party. Since Jesus had just met this guy, what he was claiming was that he had the 
right, the authority, to forgive this man because his sins had actually been against Jesus.. This 
was blasphemy—claiming to be God—unless, of course, it was true! Jesus was not just 
claiming to be a miracle worker; he’s claiming to be the Lord of the universe. 



 B. Again, with his great insight, Jesus knew that these religious leaders were troubled 
in their heart and so he seems to offer a demonstration of the truth of what he’s just 
claimed. “Which is easier,” he says, “to say your sins are forgiven, or get up and walk?” We 
tend to think it’s; the former—anyone can say “your sins are forgiven.” And so Jesus would be 
understood to be doing the more difficult thing, healing this man, to prove he has the 
authority to forgive.  But there’s another way to look at this. And that is that the harder 
thing, the costlier word, would actually be to forgive the man, to be his Savior, to claim to be 
God in the flesh, because that would ultimately lead to his death. And that is because 
forgiveness requires justice and justice requires that a payment be made, a payment Jesus 
would need to make on the cross, which eventually, and lovingly, Jesus would do.  

Jesus had the power and authority to fulfill this man’s deepest wish – to walk again. He has 
the power and authority to give us our deepest longings as well. But Jesus, the King of the 
kingdom, has the insight to knows that granting our wishes is not going deep enough. He 
knows that we don’t need someone to grant our wishes but to cut through our self-
centeredness and our idolatry, and to remove the sin that enslaves us and that prevents us 
from being all that God has made and called us to be in his kingdom. It’s the only thing that 
ultimately, will lead us to contentment.   


