
As you and your family enter into the summer months, you are invited to join with the FCCOE community in reading 

through the letters of Philippians and Ephesians. Each weekday, there will be a song to sing, a text to read, a truth to 

remember, a prayer to offer, and an action to consider. Together, let’s adopt this daily rhythm of family worship so that 

we will be united in spirit and in mind, even if we continue to remain apart in body.  

 

Also, on a personal note: 

It is my prayer that this time would offer you opportunities for rest and renewal in your relationship with Jesus. I am 

praying for you daily. I pray that the Spirit of Jesus Christ would continue to cultivate the fruit of Christlike character in 

you: his love, his joy, his peace, his patience, his kindness, his goodness, his faithfulness, his gentleness, his self-control. 

Do not be afraid in these uncertain times, friends, but continue to conduct yourselves with gentleness and gratitude. The 

Lord is near. The Lord is working. He is bringing all things together for his glory and for your good. 

Your servant in Christ, 

Jason Lawrenz 

 

Song Text Truth Prayer Action 

Monday, 8/3 

 

“Forever (We Sing 
Hallelujah)” 
https://safeYouTu
be.net/w/zSx3  

Ephesians 

2:14-18 

 

Christ himself is your peace. 

 

Because of our sinfulness, 

we humans are in need of 

multiple kinds of 

reconciliation. We are in 

need of peace with God, and 

we are in need of peace with 

our fellow man. As these 

verses attest, Christ himself 

is the peace that we doubly 

need. He has brought us 

peace with God by bearing 

the wrath that our sins 

Heavenly Father, thank you 

for the gift of today. May the 

peace of Christ dwell in my 

heart and my mind. Drive 

out any hostility that I feel 

toward you, Lord, or toward 

my fellow man. Replace that 

hostility with the tenderness 

and humility of Christ. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Over which conflict today 

can you pray for the peace of 

Christ to reign? 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/zSx3
https://safeyoutube.net/w/zSx3


rightly deserved and tearing 

the curtain that once 

separated us from God’s 

holy presence. He has 

brought us peace with our 

fellow man by fulfilling and 

then rendering obsolete the 

laws of ritual cleanliness 

that once separated Jew 

from Gentile: by his blood, 

shed on the cross, all who 

confess their sins find 

forgiveness and freedom as 

children, adopted and 

eternally united as siblings 

in the family of God. 

Tuesday, 8/4 

 

“Cornerstone” 
https://safeYouTu
be.net/w/2pq2  

Ephesians 

2:19-22 

 

God has chosen you to be 

his dwelling place. 

 

In Psalm 84, the psalmist 

writes, “How lovely is your 

dwelling place, O Lord 

Almighty… Blessed are 

those who dwell in your 

house; they are ever praising 

you.” Paul’s words in 

Ephesians 2 for today make 

Psalm 84 even more 

glorious: you are being built 

into a temple for God. God 

has chosen to make you his 

dwelling place, his lovely 

Heavenly Father, thank you 

for the gift of today. Thank 

you for choosing your people 

to be the place where you 

want to live. What an 

incredible vision for my life - 

that you, the King of heaven, 

would desire to make my 

heart your throne room. 

Help me to keep in step with 

your Spirit today, so that the 

choices that I make with my 

body and my mind are fit for 

the King who has made his 

home within me. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

Consider reading Psalms 

91-93 today as an avenue for 

worshipping the Lord as the 

king of your heart and the 

king of all things. 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/2pq2
https://safeyoutube.net/w/2pq2


space. He wants to live 

where you are. Can there be 

any higher form of devotion, 

any deeper expression of 

friendship, than to want to 

live with another? This is 

God’s purpose for you - that 

you would be the lovely 

place where he dwells. 

Wednesday, 

8/5 

 

“The Lord Our 
God” 
https://safeYouTu
be.net/w/ebj8  

Ephesians 

3:1-6 

 

God has made you a steward 

of his grace. 

 

In these verses, Paul refers 

to himself as having 

received a “stewardship” (or 

an “administration”) of 

God’s grace. God has given 

Paul a gift of his grace that 

Paul now may steward for 

the sake of others. Just as 

this was the case for Paul, it 

is now the case for you and 

me. Each of us is made a 

steward by God of his grace. 

If you know Christ, if you 

have received the gift of 

salvation by grace through 

faith, then you are a steward 

of that gift for others. What 

will you do with the message 

of grace that God has given 

you? Will you hide it away, 

Heavenly Father, thank you 

for the gift of today. Thank 

you for making me a steward 

of your grace. Remind me 

today that your desire is for 

all people to learn about 

Christ. Inspire me to share 

the message of your grace 

with those in my life. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Who can you share the 

message of God’s grace with 

today? 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/ebj8
https://safeyoutube.net/w/ebj8


or will you seek to share it 

with those in your life? 

Thursday, 8/6 

 

“A Mighty Fortress 
Is Our God” 
https://safeYouTu
be.net/w/iol8  
 

Ephesians 

3:7-9 

 

“Not by might, nor by 

power, but by my Spirit,” 

says the Lord Almighty. 

 

These words from Zechariah 

4:6 echo throughout our 

reading for today from 

Ephesians 3:7-9. In these 

verses, Paul comments on 

how his own calling to 

preach the Gospel to the 

Gentiles was completely 

because of God’s grace and 

power. Paul was a 

persecutor of the Christian 

Church, one of the enemies 

that the earliest Christians 

feared most...until God 

chose to show Paul grace 

and change his life. From 

that moment on, Paul’s life 

was no longer his own - he 

had been saved by grace and 

sent forth by the power of 

God’s Spirit. As it was with 

Paul, so it is with you. You 

were dead in your sins 

before God graciously raised 

you from the dead through 

the work of his Son, Jesus. 

Heavenly Father, thank you 

for the gift of today. Thank 

you for the gift of your Holy 

Spirit, who guides me into 

your truth and leads me on 

paths of righteousness. Make 

me attentive to his leading 

today. Help me to rely upon 

your power when I feel weak, 

whether in body or in will. In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

To what service has the Lord 

called you today? Have you 

asked him to empower you 

for his service by his Spirit? 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/iol8
https://safeyoutube.net/w/iol8


Now God has called you to 

serve your neighbor in 

Christlike love, not in your 

own power but through the 

power of his Spirit. 

Remember that where you 

are weak, he is strong. His 

grace is sufficient for you. 

Friday, 8/7 
 
“Way Maker” 
https://safeYouTu
be.net/w/NbDP 
 

Ephesians 

3:10-13 

The existence of the Church 

is itself a witness to the 

truth that God’s purposes 

cannot be thwarted. 

 

The verses for today contain 

an odd statement: God’s 

intent was that his wisdom 

would be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly realms through 

the Church. There are real 

spiritual powers and forces 

that seek to thwart God’s 

purposes. The very existence 

of the Church - the 

multi-national community 

of diverse peoples who are 

united by the Spirit in their 

allegiance to Christ as King - 

stands as a witness against 

those spiritual powers. What 

God has joined together in 

Christ by his Spirit, no 

Heavenly Father, thank you 

for the gift of today. Thank 

you for choosing to call a 

people to yourself, the 

Church, through whom you 

might show forth your grace 

and your wisdom and your 

glory. May all that exists - 

physical and spiritual - know 

with certainty that you are 

good and holy and true 

through the witness of your 

people. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

How can you pray for our 

church community today? 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/NbDP
https://safeyoutube.net/w/NbDP


power of hell or scheme of 

man can ever put asunder. 

You, Christian, as a member 

of the Church, are a 

testimony to the truth that 

God’s purposes cannot be 

thwarted. 

 


