
Resources for watering the seeds that 
were planted today… 
 
When you go home, continue the conversations 
that started this afternoon by asking if  your 
child wants to draw something that he or she 
saw, something they want to tell God or show 
Him.  Maybe there’s something they want to 
thank God for.  Ask them if  they have any 
questions.  Re-ask them the questions they asked 
as they went through the stations.  Talk to them 
about the hope we have as a result of  Jesus’ 
death and resurrection.  
 
Our pastoral staff  and Sunday school teachers are 
also available to speak to you and your 
children about the Gospel message. Visit our web-
site at www.fccoe.org to learn more about opportu-
nities for children and families.  Click on Ministries 
-> Nursery and Sunday School to see a video about 
our Sunday School program. 
 
 
A wonderful resource for engaging your children 
with the Bible is the What’s in the Bible DVD series.  
The church has these in their video library.  The 
What’s in the Bible website has an excellent blog 
post about preparing your children for Easter: 
http://whatsinthebible.com/five-ways-to-prepare-
children-for-easter  

Good Friday 

 

Children’s Booklet 



Station 10 
(Upstairs in the Sactuary) 

Jesus Dies 
 
Near the cross, there are several copies of James Tissot’s painting, “View 
from the Cross,” which you may hold and look at while seated at this 
station.  What draws your attention? Why might God be drawing your 
attention there? Talk to Him about it. 

 
Mark 15:33-39 
At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock. 
Then at three o’clock Jesus called out with a loud voice...“My 
God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”  … Then Jesus 
uttered another loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain 
in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. When the Roman officer who stood facing him saw how 
he had died, he exclaimed, “This man truly was the Son of God!” 

 
I wonder what it was like to be dark in the middle of the day… 

I wonder why Jesus felt abandoned by God… 

I wonder what it was like for Jesus to be separated from God… 

I wonder why God let His Son die… 

I wonder what people thought when Jesus died… 

I wonder why the Temple’s curtain tore… 

I wonder how the soldier knew that Jesus was the Son of God… 

I wonder what it was like to be there… 

I wonder what it means to me that Jesus died... 

I wonder if this was the end of the story… 

 

 
Is there something you need to confess, lay down, or give to Jesus for Him to 
take away?  Feel free to write it on a 3x5 card and tack it to the cross. 

 
Lamb of God, humble King 

You laid down your life to save sinners like me. 
Reign in my heart, King Jesus. 

 
Each family may take home one palm cross. 



Station 9 
(In the Vestry) 

Jesus and His Mother 
 
John 19:26-27 
When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the 
disciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your 
son.” And he said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” 
And from then on this disciple took her into his home. 
 
 
 I wonder what it was like to be with Jesus for His whole 

life… 
 from the time He was in Mary’s belly… 
 to when he was born in a stable… 
 to watch him grow from a baby… 
 to a child… 
 to a teenager… 
 to an adult… 
 to watch him gain followers… 
 and perform miracles… 
 and teach about the Kingdom of God… 
 and then to be arrested and treated like a criminal... 
 I wonder what it was like for Mary to watch her son 

being crucified… 
 I wonder what she said to Him… 
 I wonder what it’s like to see someone you love in 

pain… 

 
 
 
 

Lamb of God, humble King 
You laid down your life to save sinners like me. 

Reign in my heart, King Jesus. 

A Note to Parents: 
 
As your children go through the stations, ask them 
what draws their attention.  Encourage them to use 
their imagination and to ask questions. Don't worry 
about having easy, succinct answers for them. Many of  
the questions aroused by Good Friday don't have easy 
answers. The most foundational questions, like "Why 
did Jesus have to die?" is a complex theological issue 
(and one that is impossible to understand without a 
foundational understanding of  sin). A simple answer 
like "because He loves you," may not address the root 
of  their question and could close the door to further 
inquiry. Instead, I encourage you to respond to their 
questions in a more open way. For example: "That's a 
really good question. Why do you think....." or "I won-
der why..." or "Let's pray and ask God to help us under-
stand that..." 
 
Each station has an accompanying passage of  Scripture 
followed by several “I wonder…” statements to spark 
your child’s curiosity and help you enter into the sto-
ries together.  Wonder and curiosity can be excellent 
pathways to a rich and vibrant life of  faith. 
 
Take as much (or as little) time as you need at each sta-
tion.  Write down your children’s questions as you go 
so that you can talk about them later and pray for their 
further understanding.  At the end of  this packet, you'll 
find resources for continuing these conversations at 
home. 



Once there was a man named Jesus, 
but he wasn't an ordinary man. He was 
the Son of  God. He did amazing 
miracles like healing people who were 
sick or blind, people who couldn't walk 
or speak.  He turned one boy's lunch 
into a feast for thousands of  people. 
He even walked on water and calmed a 
storm with just a few words. 

Station 8 
(In the Vestry) 

Jesus on the Cross 
 

Mark 15:24-32 
Then the soldiers nailed him to the cross...A sign an-
nounced the charge against him. It read, “The King of the 
Jews.” ...The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their 
heads in mockery. “Ha! Look at you now!” they yelled at 
him. “You said you were going to destroy the Temple and 
rebuild it in three days. Well then, save yourself and come 
down from the cross!” The leading priests and teachers of 
religious law also mocked Jesus. “He saved others,” they 
scoffed, “but he can’t save himself! Let this Messiah, this 
King of Israel, come down from the cross so we can see it 
and believe him!” 
 
 
 I wonder why “The King of the Jews” was posted as 

Jesus’ crime... 
 I wonder why the people were so cruel to Him… 
 I wonder why Jesus didn’t save Himself… 
 I wonder how it felt to be nailed to the cross… 
 I wonder what Jesus was thinking about… 
 I wonder what I would say to Jesus… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lamb of God, humble King 
You laid down your life to save sinners like me. 

Reign in my heart, King Jesus. 



Station 7 
(In the Vestry) 

Jesus Is Helped by Simon of  Cyrene 
 

Luke 23:26-27 
As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from 
Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and 
put the cross on him and made him carry it behind 
Jesus. A large number of  people followed him, 
including women who mourned and wailed for him. 
 
 
 I wonder why Jesus was being punished like a 

criminal… 
 I wonder if  this road was the same road Jesus 

traveled to Jerusalem, where the people wanted 
Him to be their king… 

 I wonder where Jesus’ kingdom was... 
 I wonder what Simon from Cyrene thought about 

Jesus… 
 I wonder how it felt to help Jesus carry His cross… 
 I wonder what Jesus said to him… 
 I wonder what I would say to Jesus… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lamb of God, humble King 
You laid down your life to save sinners like me. 

Reign in my heart, King Jesus. 

But just as amazing as the things He 
did were the things that He said. He 
spoke about a special kingdom -- the 
Kingdom of  God -- where all the 
wrong things would be made right, all 
the broken things would be fixed, and 
God would live with His people 
forever. People loved to hear Him 
speak about this Kingdom. They 
wanted to go to this special place. And 
most of  all, they wanted Jesus to be 
their King.  



One Sunday, it seemed like the time 
had finally arrived. Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. When the 
people saw Him, they began to 
shout, "Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of  the Lord!" They waved 
palm branches and laid down their 
cloaks before Him. They were ready 
to follow Him forever. 

Station 6 
(In the Vestry) 

The Crown of  Thorns 
 
Matthew 27:27-31 
Some of the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into their 
headquarters and called out the entire regiment. They 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him. They wove thorn 
branches into a crown and put it on his head, and they placed 
a reed stick in his right hand as a scepter. Then they knelt 
before him in mockery and taunted, “Hail! King of the Jews!” 
And they spit on him and grabbed the stick and struck him on 
the head with it. When they were finally tired of mocking 
him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him 
again. Then they led him away to be crucified. 
 
 
 I wonder why the soldiers were so cruel to Jesus… 
 I wonder why they used thorns to make a crown... 
 I wonder why Jesus didn’t stop them... 
 I wonder what it means to be the “King of the Jews”... 
 I wonder where Jesus’ friends were when this was 

happening… 
 I wonder what Jesus was thinking when He was being 

beaten… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lamb of God, humble King 
You laid down your life to save sinners like me. 

Reign in my heart, King Jesus. 



Station 5 
(In the Small Classroom) 

Pilate 
 
Matthew 27:15-24 
Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the 
Passover celebration to release one prisoner to the crowd—
anyone they wanted. This year there was a notorious prisoner, a 
man named Barabbas. As the crowds gathered before Pilate’s 
house that morning, he asked them, “Which one do you want me 
to release to you—Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messi-
ah?”... Meanwhile, the leading priests and the elders persuaded 
the crowd to ask for Barabbas to be released and for Jesus to be 
put to death...The crowd shouted back, “Barabbas!” Pilate 
responded, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” “Why?” Pilate 
demanded. “What crime has he committed?” But the mob roared 
even louder, “Crucify him!” Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting 
anywhere and that a riot was developing. So he sent for a bowl 
of water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 
innocent of this man’s blood. The responsibility is yours!” 
I wonder why the religious leaders wanted to put Jesus to 
death… 
 
 I wonder why the crowd would want Barabbas instead 

of Jesus… 
 I wonder why Pilate didn’t do the right thing despite what 

the people wanted… 
 I wonder how Jesus felt when the crowd shouted, “Crucify 

Him!”... 
 I wonder what I would have said… 
 I wonder why Pilate washed His hands… 
 
 
 

Lamb of God, humble King 
You laid down your life to save sinners like me. 

Reign in my heart, King Jesus. 

But something happened that week. Something 
that no one--not even Jesus' closest friends ever 
expected, even though Jesus knew and had 
warned them many times.  You see, there were 
some people who did not like Jesus, not at all. 
They didn't like how much the people loved 
Jesus. They didn't believe the things He said 
about God or Himself  or this special Kingdom. 
And they certainly didn't want Jesus to be their 
king. But Jesus was so powerful and so popular 
that they didn't know how to stop Him. So one 
night, one of  Jesus' closest friends betrayed 
Him and led soldiers to a secret place where 
Jesus was praying. They arrested Him and led 
Him away to be judged...and beaten...and 
eventually killed on a cross...  



This is the story we remember on Good 
Friday. We journey with Jesus to the 
cross. It is a hard story and a very, very 
sad one. It doesn't seem to make any 
sense. Why would people want to kill 
someone who was so good? If  Jesus was 
powerful enough to heal so many 
people, why didn't He save Himself ? 
Why would God allow His Son to die 
such a painful and terrible death? What 
about this wonderful Kingdom of  God?  

Station 4 
(In the Large Classroom) 
Peter’s Denial 

 
Luke 22:54-62 
Then seizing him, they led Jesus away and took him into the 
house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. And when 
some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and 
had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 
 
A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked 
closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” But he denied 
it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 
 
A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of 
them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 
 
About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was 
with him, for he is a Galilean.” 
 
Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” 
Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned 
and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word 
the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, 
you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept 
bitterly. 
 
 
 I wonder why Peter followed Jesus at a distance… 
 I wonder what it was like for Peter to see his leader and his 

friend taken away… 
 I wonder what Peter thought about as he sat by the fire… 
 I wonder why Peter said he didn’t know Jesus… 
 I wonder how Jesus knew Peter would disown him… 
 I wonder why Peter cried… 
 

Lamb of God, humble King 
You laid down your life to save sinners like me. 

Reign in my heart, King Jesus. 



Station 3 
(In the Large Classroom) 

The Garden of  Gethsemane 
 
Luke 22:39-48, 52-53 
Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed 
him. On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall 
into temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt 
down and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet 
not my will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him 
and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, 
and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 
 
When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them 
asleep, exhausted from sorrow. “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. 
“Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.” While he was 
still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of 
the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus 
asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
 
Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and 
the elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have 
come with swords and clubs? Every day I was with you in the temple 
courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when 
darkness reigns.” 
 

 I wonder why Jesus went to a garden… 

 I wonder what Jesus mean when he prayed for his Father to 
“take this cup” from Him... 

 I wonder what He meant when He said, “Not my will, 
but yours be done”... 

 I wonder what it was like to hear Jesus pray… 

 I wonder why the disciples fell asleep… 

 I wonder how the disciples felt when they saw people coming to ar-
rest Jesus... 

 I wonder why Judas betrayed Jesus… 

 I wonder what it means for darkness to reign 

 I wonder what the disciples would do now that Jesus--their leader 
and their friend--had been taken away… 

 
Lamb of God, humble King 

You laid down your life to save sinners like me. 
Reign in my heart, King Jesus. 

Today you'll see 7 different stations and 
have the opportunity to be with Jesus in 
each one. As you look at the pictures 
and hear the stories, try to imagine 
what it was like to be there with Jesus. 
Imagine the sounds and the smells. 
Imagine the figures in the pictures 
moving. Imagine what you think could 
happen next. And most of  all, imagine 
that God is with you, right there in the 
room, as you enter into each story. 
 
 
There are many different ways to 
respond to Good Friday...sadness, fear, 
questioning. But there are also hidden 
treasures to be found: joy, peace, 
gratitude, hope. Our prayer is that as 
you journey with Jesus to the cross, you 
begin to understand how deeply Jesus 
loves you, how far He would go to 
rescue you, how He suffered so much so 
that you could be with Him forever. 



Station 1 
(In the Basement) 

Palm Sunday 
 

Matthew 21:1-11 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village 
ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her 
colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me.” …  This took place to 
fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
“Say to Daughter Zion, 
     ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They 
brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for 
Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 
“Who is this?” The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from 
Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
 
 I wonder why Jesus rode on a donkey… 
 
 I wonder what people thought when they saw Jesus coming to 

Jerusalem… 
 
 I wonder why they laid down their cloaks on the ground… 
 
 I wonder why they wanted Jesus to be their king… 
 
 I wonder what kind of king Jesus was… 
 

 
Lamb of God, humble King 

You laid down your life to save sinners like me. 
Reign in my heart, King Jesus. 

Station 2 
(In the Basement) 

The Last Supper 
 
Matthew 26:20, 26-30 
When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the 
Twelve…While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take and eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and when 
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink 
from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” When they had 
sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
 
 I wonder why Jesus gave thanks... 
 
 I wonder what the disciples thought when Jesus said, 

“Take and eat; this is my body”... 
 
 I wonder how Jesus’ blood can be poured out for sins to be 

forgiven… 
 
 I wonder where Jesus’ Father’s kingdom is… 
 
 I wonder what hymn they sang... 
 
 I wonder what it was like to sit at the table and eat 

with Jesus… 
 
 I wonder if you have ever been close to a table like this… 
 
 
 

Lamb of God, humble King 
You laid down your life to save sinners like me. 

Reign in my heart, King Jesus. 


